IAN TAYLOR TREKKING
Camino Francés Trip: Sarria to Santiago de Compostela

We have developed a unique guided trek on the Camino Frances for you. Our 72 miles (116km)
9-day guided tour on one of the most iconic walking journeys in the world — the final 72 miles
(116 km) of Camino Francés. Starting in Sarria and finishing at the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela, this trip allows you to qualify for the official Compostela Certificate from the
Pilgrim’s Office.

This adventure combines beautiful countryside, historic towns, and the vibrant culture of Galicia
with the camaraderie of walking alongside fellow pilgrims. You’ll stay in carefully selected,
highly rated accommodation with private en-suite rooms, enjoy daily baggage transfers, and be
guided every step of the way by Mark Flagler, an experienced long- distance hiker and Camino
specialist.

Whether this is your first pilgrimage or a return to the Camino, this journey offers the perfect
balance of challenge, reflection, and reward.

BRIEF ITINERARY

Day 1: Arrival in Santiago de Compostela

Day 2: Santiago to Sarria (Transfer)

Day 3: Sarria to Portomarin (13.6 miles / 22 km)

Day 4: Portomarin to Palas de Rei (15.5 miles / 25 km)

Day 5: Palas de Rei to Melide (9 miles / 14.5 km)

Day 6: Melide to Arzta (9 miles / 14.5 km)

Day 7: Arzta to O Pedrouzo (12.4 miles / 20 km)

Day 8: O Pedrouzo to Santiago de Compostela (12.4 miles / 20 km)
Day 9: Departure

DETAILED ITINERARY
Day 1: Arrival in Santiago de Compostela

Upon arrival in Santiago de Compostela, you will be greeted at the airport by your guide, Mark
Flagler, and meet your fellow trekkers. A private transfer will take you into the heart of this
historic pilgrimage city. After settling into your hotel, you’ll gather for an evening briefing to
review the journey ahead, followed by a welcome dinner—an opportunity to get to know the
group and begin immersing yourself in the spirit of the Camino. Overnight in Santiago.

Day 2: Santiago to Sarria (Transfer Day)
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After breakfast, begin your Camino experience with a special guided visit to the iconic Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela, including access to the spectacular rooftop and Ratchet Tower,
offering a unique perspective over the city. Following lunch, transfer by private shuttle to Sarria,
the most popular starting point for the final 100 km of the Camino Francés. Spend the
afternoon exploring this charming town, organizing your gear, and preparing for the days ahead.
Overnight in Sarria. Breakfast Included.

Day 3: Sarria to Portomarin (13.6 miles / 22 km)

Your pilgrimage begins on foot as you set out from Sarria, walking through the serene Galician
countryside. The trail winds along shaded paths, past stone walls, oak forests, and small rural
hamlets. Along the way, you’ll experience the peaceful rhythm of the Camino before descending
to cross the Mifo River into Portomarin. This historic town is known for its impressive
Romanesque church, San Nicolds, which was famously relocated stone by stone. Overnight in
Portomarin. Breakfast Included.

Day 4: Portomarin to Palas de Rei (15.5 miles / 25 km)

Today is one of the longer walking days, taking you steadily uphill through a landscape of
farmland, wooded trails, and eucalyptus groves. You'll pass through small villages and
traditional Galician communities before arriving in Palas de Rei, a lively market town with deep
medieval roots and a welcoming Camino atmosphere. Overnight in Palas de Rei. Breakfast
Included.

Day 5: Palas de Rei to Melide (9 miles / 14.5 km)

A shorter and more relaxed day allows you to fully enjoy the journey as you continue along
scenic country paths and forested tracks. You’ll arrive in Melide, a town renowned throughout
Galicia for its culinary specialty, pulpo a la gallega (Galician-style octopus). This is a great
opportunity to experience local cuisine and soak in the vibrant pilgrim culture. Overnight in
Melide. Breakfast Included.

Day 6: Melide to Arzua (9 miles / 14.5 km)

Today’s walk continues through rolling green countryside, crossing streams and passing through
small villages and shaded woodland trails. The route offers a peaceful and steady rhythm as you
make your way to Arzua, a town famous for its creamy, mild local cheese. Enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere and camaraderie among fellow pilgrims. Overnight in Arzida. Breakfast Included.
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Day 7: Arzta to O Pedrouzo (12.4 miles / 20 km)

As you approach the final stages of the Camino, the trail leads through tranquil farmland and
shaded forest paths. The anticipation builds as you near Santiago, and the shared energy among
pilgrims becomes even more palpable. Arrive in O Pedrouzo, your final overnight stop before
reaching your destination. Overnight in O Pedrouzo. Breakfast Included.

Day 8: O Pedrouzo to Santiago de Compostela (12.4 miles / 20 km)

Your final day on the Camino is filled with excitement and reflection. After passing through the
outskirts of Santiago, you will enter the historic Old Town and make your way to the magnificent
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela—the culmination of your journey. Celebrate this
incredible achievement alongside pilgrims from around the world. You’ll visit the Pilgrim’s Office
to receive your Compostela Certificate, commemorating your completion of the final 100 km. In
the evening, enjoy a special farewell dinner with your group. Overnight in Santiago. Breakfast
Included.

Day 9: Departure

After breakfast, transfer to Santiago Airport for your journey home, taking with you
unforgettable memories, friendships, and the profound experience of walking the Camino.
Breakfast Included.

What’s Included

- 8 nights’ accommodation in hand-picked hotels and pensions, all with private
en-suite rooms and located close to the Camino route.

- Daily breakfast throughout the trip

- Airport transfers in Spain (arrival and departure)

- Private transfer from Santiago to Sarria at the start of the walk

- Daily luggage transfers (one bag per person, moved between accommodations, weighing
15kg/33lbs)

- Professional guiding by Mark Flagler, experienced long-distance hiker and Camino
specialist

- Official Pilgrim Passport (issued by the Camino Society of Ireland or equivalent)

- Comprehensive pre-departure support, including personalized training advice and
preparation guide. virtual pre-trip briefing with your guide and fellow travelers

- Full logistical support from lan Taylor Trekking
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What’s Not Included:

- International Flights to and from Spain

- Lunches, dinners, snacks, and drinks

- Travel insurance (required for participation)

- Compostela Certificate fee (issued by the Pilgrim’s Office upon completion)
- Personal expenses, such as laundry, souvenirs, and gratuities

- Optional activities or experiences not listed in the itinerary

Overview of the Camino Francés

The Camino Francés is the most popular pilgrimage route in the world, with walkers
following in the footsteps of pilgrims for over 1,000 years. Originating in France and crossing
northern Spain, the route culminates at the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, where the
remains of Saint James are said to rest. This historic trail combines stunning natural landscapes,
medieval towns, and centuries-old traditions. Along the way, pilgrims experience the spiritual
and cultural richness of Galicia, enjoying local cuisine, architecture, and the hospitality of small
villages that have welcomed walkers for generations. Today, the Camino Francés continues to
draw walkers from every corner of the globe, offering a journey of personal reflection,
community and adventure.

Accommodation

Throughout the trip, you’ll stay in carefully selected, highly rated accommodation, all with
private en-suite rooms and located close to the Camino. This provides perfect
balance of comfort and convenience after each day’s walk.
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